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the forest, again became practicable. This return of spring
delighted the tenants of Granite House, and they soon
only passed in it the hours necessary for eating and
sleeping.
They hunted much in the second part of September,
which led Pencroft to again entreat for the fire-arms, which
he asserted had been promised by Cyrus Harding. The
latter, knowing well that without special tools it would be
nearly impossible for him to manufacture a gun which
would be of any use, still drew back and put off the
operation to some future time, observing in his usual
dry way, that Herbert and Spilett had become very
skilfuKarchers, so that many sorts of excellent animals,
agouties, kangaroos, capyboras, pigeons, bustards, wild
ducks, snipes, in short, game both with fur and feathers,
fell victims to their arrows, and that, consequently, they
could wait. But the obstinate sailor would listen to
nothing of this, and he would give the engineer no peace
till he promised to satisfy his desire. Gideon Spilett,
however, supported Pencroft
"If, which may be doubted/' said he, "the island is
inhabited by wild beasts, we must think how to fight with
and exterminate them. A time may come when this will
be our first duty."
But at this period, it was not the question of fire-arms